
THE WARNING SIGNS

Every year in the UK around 
2,600 people are diagnosed 

with mesothelioma * 

Mesothelioma is a cancer 
which predominantly 

affects the lungs 

This debilitating condition 
often proves fatal 

*Cancer UK statistics

The leading cause of 
mesothelioma is exposure 

to asbestos 

Those suffering with mesothelioma 
may complain of the following:
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SIGNS & SYMPTOmS

Used throughout the twentieth 
century, asbestos was a common 
component of many buildings. 

Mesothelioma has a long latency period – it can 
take decades to develop. As such, those over 60 
are more likely to be diagnosed with the illness.

46% cases 
occur in those 
aged 75 & over

Men are far more likely to develop mesothelioma, 
partly due to the high percentage of males who 
worked in roles in industries that used or relied 

on asbestos. 

Cases of mesothelioma diagnosed in men
and women in 2011

The material traps heat and 
so was used as an insulator 
for decades before its danger 
to health was fully realised.

When undisturbed, asbestos does 
not pose a significant threat to health 
but when materials are damaged 
and fibres released into the air, they 
can be inhaled and trapped within 
the lungs. These are the fibres which 
can cause the cancer mesothelioma.
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If you have developed mesothelioma due to exposure in the workplace, 
contact the Asbestos Claim Centre to discuss your situation further 
and establish whether you may be eligible to claim for compensation.  

Please feel free to use this infographic ensuring you provide credit/a link to www.asbestosclaimcentre.co.uk

Early symptoms are often hard to detect 
and can be misdiagnosed as symptoms 
of other less serious conditions. If you think 
you may have been exposed to asbestos  

within your working life, even if the initial 
exposure was decades before you first 
noticed symptoms, it is advised you visit 
your GP.


